Welcome to STEM 7th Grade Science!

2020 - 2021

Welcome to Kranz Junior High School!  My name is Mrs. Birmingham, and I am delighted to be your science teacher this year.  
Content Focus
	Fall Semester

	1st Nine Weeks
	Lab Safety and Scientific Inquiry. 

Organisms and Environment: Interdependence and Competition in Ecosystems, Effects of Short and Long Term Environmental Changes, Human Dependence on Oceans, and Biodiversity.   
Matter and Energy: Flow of Energy through Living Systems, and Compare Metals, Nonmetals, and Metalloids.
CBA Week November 16-20


	2nd Nine Weeks
	Matter and Energy: Density Calculation, Chemical Symbols, Compounds, and Formulas, Structure of Atoms, Protons and Valence Electron, Arrangement of the Periodic Table, Chemical Formulas and Subscripts, Evidence of Chemical Reactions and the Conservation of Mass. 
Force, Motion, and Energy: Unbalanced Forces, Speed, Velocity, and Acceleration.


	
	

	Spring Semester

	3rd Nine Weeks
	Force, Motion, and Energy: Measure and Graph Changes in Motion, Newton’s Laws of Motion,
Earth and Space: Components of the Universe, Location of the Sun, Electromagnetic Spectrum, Seasons, Day and Night, Lunar Cycle, Effect of Moon and Sun on Ocean Tides, Plate Tectonic Theory, Crustal Features/Plate Tectonics, and Topography.
Pre-STAAR Benchmark March 9-12


	4th Nine Weeks
	Earth and Space: Convection within the Atmosphere, Oceans and Formation of Weather Systems, and Atmospheric Movement and Weather. 

STAAR Preparation, Bridge to Biology (9th grade preparation)
Science STAAR 


	
	*Changes may occur to the order of the content focus and testing dates*



Assignment Policies: Grading, Homework, Make Up and Late Work
Formative Grades – 50%




Summative Grades – 50%

Labs







Investigative projects/reports


Class work






Quizzes









             Tests

Tutoring

Tutoring is by appointment only.  
Course Requirements

In addition to proper class attendance, preparation, and completing all necessary course and lab work, each student must:
· Participate in google classroom 
· Have a parent/guardian signed Safety Compact on file
Classroom Expectations and Consequences
In order to accomplish a successful year of learning, it is necessary for your child to understand and follow a few basic classroom expectations.
1) Do your job, and let everyone else do theirs.
2) Be respectful to everyone and everything.

3) Settle problems peacefully.
The consequence sequence is as follows and may be adjusted based on teacher judgement and/or student safety:

1. Non-verbal signal/proximity/”the look” 

2. Whispered redirection/post-it note redirection

3. Verbal redirection/give choice “You may …. or …”

4. Seat change in your classroom/time out in your classroom

5. Private conversation away from peers – this is where the relationship piece is so important.  Use the CKH 4 questions “What are you doing? What are you supposed to be doing? What do you need to go do now? Can you do it on your own or do you need my help?”

6. Send student to buddy teacher for set amount time (no more 15 min.) to complete reflection (4 questions)/call parent (not during class time).

7. Write a discipline referral if necessary – students should remain in class and wait for the office to call for them.

Laboratory Activities

As a part of science class this year, the students will conduct investigations that involve physical activity such as jogging or climbing stairs.  In other investigations, students will work with or are exposed to plants, animals, or chemicals that might provoke an allergic reaction.

Every student is required to submit a Safety Compact that has been signed by the student and their parent/guardian before participating in any labs.
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STEM STEM Academy Honor Code

Respect: Be kind and supportive of yourself and others.

Because we believe in respect, students will:

e Listen, behave, and speak respectfully to fellow students and all staff members.

e Collaborate effectively and equitably with all classmates, solving problems peacefully to maintain a
heightened learning environment.

e Always strive to be polite, kind, and supportive, respecting the learning needs of other students in their
environment.

e Show pride and respect for their campus, district, and community.

e Value and learn from diverse opinions and lifestyles among their classmates and staff.

Perseverance: Push through until the end despite difficulties.

Because we believe in perseverance, students will:

o Exemplify commitment, pride, and a positive attitude in completing tasks, demonstrating their best effort.
When faced with obstacles, consistently problem-solve and try new solutions or a unique approach.
Effectively manage time and materials to ensure academic and personal goals will be met.

Take the ive to seek out help and support when needed to ensure academic success.
Keep an open mind to every subject/assignment and commit to learning each day.

Integrity: Doing the right thing, even when no one is looking.

Because we believe in integrity, students will:
o Admit to, and take responsibility when they have done something wrong.

e Submit authentic work and credit sources used in formal writing.
® Use technology appropriately and as instructed for classroom learning.
o Diligently uphold all rules and requirements for the classroom, school, and district.

Use all school materials and facilities for academic learning, adhering to all guidelines provided.

Leadership: Be a model example for others.

Because we believe in leadership, students will...
e Lead by positive example through their work and actions, exceeding campus and district expectations.
Strive to work at high levels, performing beyond minimum requirements.
Empower fellow classmates to express their thoughts and take academic risks.
Advocate for what they know is right by standing up for themselves and others.
Consider how their words or actions will affect others before communicating or taking action.
Behave in an encouraging and collaborative manner when working with others.

Responsibility: Own your choices, taking responsibility for your words and actions.

Because we believe in responsibility, students will:
e Independently monitor and manage classwork, homework and late/make-up work.
Actively participate in their own learning.
Strive to be on time, rested, prepared, and attentive for class.
Be mindful of how their actions affect others.
Do their best to fix mistakes, asking for help when required.





Conclusion
I am looking forward to working with your child this year.  You and I are partners with your child in the learning process.  If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please contact me for personal or phone conferences at 281-309-3600.  Please keep this letter for your records in case you need to contact me.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Birmingham
STEM 7th  Grade Science

cbirmingham@dickinsonisd.org 
Kranz Junior High School
(281) 309-3600

Over Please (
Over Please (

